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A PRACTICAL HANDBOOK OF MIDWIFERY AND GYN1ECOLOGY. By W. F. T.
Haultain, O.B.E., M.C., B.A., M.B., F.R.C.P.Edin., F.R.C.S.Edin., F.R.C.O.G., and
Clifford Kennedy, M.B., Ch.B., F.R.C.S.Edin., F.R.C.O.G. Fifth Edition. (Pp. x + 410;
figs. 48. 30s.) Edinburgh and Londcon: E. & S. Lixingstonc, 1957.
TH is textbook by two well-known Scottish obstetricians nolW entcrs its fifth cdition. The
fonnat remains the samc, but Professor Henderson's chapter on the infant considerably
enhances the value of the whole work. In essence it remains a revision handbook for the
final-year student, and in the opinion of the reviewer, a Scottish student at that. For others.
there are sufficient divergencies of opinion and practice to reducc its value and make it
essential that it be used in conjunction with systematic lecture notes. It is doubtful if it has
much to offer not found in many smaller books.
If it seems churlish to criticise, even slightly, a work by such eminent authors now in its
fifth edition, perhaps the reviewer may plead a bias against all books listing "causes" and
"treatments" in sequence, with little or no explanation. Many of the illustrations, especially
in the section on gynxcology, add little to the valuc of the text and would probably have
gained much by being reduced to simple line drawings.
Within these limitations the book still remains a ready source of information in fully
condensed form. G. B-L.
THE CARE OF THE ELDERLY SICK IN GENERAL PRACTICE. By W. Ferguson
Anderson, M.D., F.R.F.P.S., M.R.C.P. (Pp. 27. 3s. 6d.) Edinburgh: Royal College of
Physicians, 1957.
IN this John Matheson Shaw Lecture for 1956 Dr. An-derson discusses the finer points of
diagnosis and management of illness in old people. G. F. A.
THE CLOSED TREATMENT OF COMMON FRACTURES. By John Charnley, B.Sc.,
M.B., F.R.C.S. Second Edition. (Pp. xii + 260; figs. 199. 5Os.) Edinburgh and London:
E. & S. Livingstone, 1957.
IN these days of excessive, and I believe misplaced, enthusiasm for ope,rative treatment of
fractures it is indeed important that surgeons should not forget that non-operative methods
are still, in the majority of bone injuries, the methods of choice.
In his book Mr. Charnley has clearly shown that, far from being a crudc and miss or hit
affair, the art of manipulative treatment of fractures can nowadays become something of a
science if the fracture surgeon takes the trouble to master the technique.
Whilst the entire book is beautifully written and the points which the author wishes to
make stand out against a general background of logic and common sense, three chapters are
worthy of special mention. Those on the repair of fractures, plaster of paris technique, and
the proper use and application of the Thomas splint should be carefully studied by all who
work in fracture services.
Mr. Charnley is far too modest when he says that the book is written primarily for the
resident casualty surgeon-it is indeed a book to make the experienced orthopodic surgeon
re-examine his own methods and possibly discard some of his most cherished "pets."
R. J. W. W.
AIDS TO PATHOLOGY. By John 0. Oliver, M.B., B.S.(Lond.), M.R.C.S.(Eng.), L.R.C.P.
(Lond.). Eleventh Edition. (Pp. viii + 347; figs. 13. 10s. 6d.) London: Bailliere,
Tindall & Cox, 1957.
THIs book reflects the older and almost purely morphological approach to pathology. As the
author states, the subject matter is limited to morbid anatomy, with some mention of
histology. A considerable amount of information is provided, but there is little or no
discussion of disturbed function or of xetiology, and pathology is not correlated with clinical
medicine or with the basic sciences. Increasingly, 'this restricted approach must fail to meet
the requirements of the modern curriculum. J. E. M.
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